Booming Bertha
and company
back in town

Py Janet Neff

Lhe six 73mum Howilbrsr cannans
hat boomed ar the Tlomecoming
Zovtball o represent (he Tesur-
rection of o U UA taditinn with a
nng faithouph semewhal (urzy)
pasl.

The HT'I_‘H of o gomnon aller 2
football seore bas beer inidiated
often as i spint booster ever since
thie carly 1930 wher & salule can-
non, dublzed Tale RBertha,
reportecly iellowed fie and smoke
at paramdes s Boodball wames.

Ller keepers woeny members of he
Bull [Men Secieby, cormumuter
students wha werne respendible for
promoting school sprit when UTTA
vias Marth Lo Sgmicultarl
Lol

Lui Bertha's desemphum varies
glichtly, Sormwe sov she was & car-
I::i-je, mnzzle-loader, Coel. Toe B
FRL 430 veopemnbers tlie beon-lisat-
long, canmon shouting 20 weuge
shotirun shells, “She oaade a
poawettl lot of nedsc,” he realleg.

Regardiess of her fring action,
she geornered attention, Other col-
lege sludenis were alwiys trying oo
sleal her, particulacly those Tom
Iabin Tarleton Junior College in
Stephenville, NLIAC S arch rival.

L was like stealing the Raylar
neeEr,”" said LI

Sometime during World War TT,
Fertha disappeared. Some say she
blew up, but others contend che
was stolen.

After the war, o seeond Bectba
alieaved cp thanks bo FI0T who was
cnllecling weaponey i Germeny
aller the fall of the Riewh,

Io 1947 LLIE had Bertba 1T Brorced
and donated it to the military
science departiaent in bhoor of T
Fussell Carrice and |r, Comestane

Mdarns, irviends of Hill whe served as
WTAC radel anlomels before the
WAL

The Bull Per. members again ok
Over as cannon guardiane. but this
lime the organization was commoris-
ed of cadels.

[z 1972 Bertha 11 alao disappesred
o, as Hill gt i, Vacme rapscallion
sfale il

Several months age, the ourens
LVEA cadet commandant Capt. Bun
bunden heard that a surplus of
pack” Hoewitzers bod boeen fonnd
in the far Last, e regquested sixoof
them

The aldest wiay dubbid Litsle Ber
tlr LLL

“She's ours " soid Munden,
nating thas the other fBve are vnoa
anc-year loan, althowgh he has re-
guesticd permranenet castode of the
iz bucomers

That, he savs, wonld give Lhe
militery sciense deparbiment the on-
I full salute battery Between Forl
Sl ane] Frwd Huwul, ::”l.r.'.'illg L5E
Tk |_‘:._||'|_||.- at TIT A AT, Tl alsn &l
Ity g 1l CRPEITININY |I.-"|.‘i_l.J§r'iI'|3 151
muilitary 21 e salaie,

A for Bortha s sefeby, (e Bull
Fen alsa bas been resarrected and
1 n",:ipl_l;rl.;;i_h-ll_' firr huor arpintierrse
anzl 5:_:.[-_'!'_1-'. Bt 15 wit] take a '|||'-'|'IE_'.-'
thict b haul Bersha sway since che
werighs abwot AN posonds,

The new awguiztion b Tas in-
syaired i st ol the cannnins’
Hi,;;l;n._‘lr'_.-. Wl den weants b Sear L
thwe dpscropancivs abxest the imopele
londing verses shutgun shell can-
nen and find Rertha T's origins.

e namied fhis cne Becthea TIT,
but there may hisve been ane i
cven fuer ohher Gommsns i Therp,
voned Mlunder, s has sazigred
thir Bull Pen cadeis the lask of e
ing Herthas" genealogists,

Any alueren with infeemiaticn
abour the cormens has been asrked
o ceotact Munden st (metra)
DFRANT e owerihe hoese o care ol

LTA.



